03 July 2021

PRESS NOTE
Focus on development missing, failure to check communal forces
Jamaat-e-Islami Hind (JIH) voices its concern over the situation of the country. The broad focus on
development and providing relief and rehabilitation to those affected by the pandemic seems to be
missing from the governmental agenda. Communal forces seem to be on the ascent. Cases of hate
crimes and cow vigilantism are on the rise again. Incidents of mob lynching are occurring with
increasing frequency. Atrocities against Dalits and minorities have increased a sense of insecurity in
the marginalized sections of society. Criminal cases and incidents related to law and order are given
a communal colour and are being exploited by forces of hate and division to create polarization in
society. Those engaging in these nefarious activities to create communal strife feel emboldened as
no action is taken against them and they become confident to carry out further crimes knowing that
they can continue to spread hatred and commit acts of violence without attracting any punishment by
the law enforcement machinery. Jamaat-e-Islami Hind feels that the focus on development is missing
and the government and their agencies appear clueless regarding the execution of policies and
programs aimed to provide relief and succour to those impacted by the pandemic. Jamaat-e-Islami
Hind demands that the government must come down heavily on those trying to spread communal
hatred and conduct a daily press briefing on its progress report related to providing financial aid and
relief to labour, industry and institutions that have been impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Inflation and Unemployment cause for concern, demand boost required to stimulate the
economy
Jamaat-e-Islami Hind expresses deep concern over the state of our economy. Recently available
economic data shows that we are experiencing stagflation with slow economic growth and relatively
high unemployment. According to the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy’s (CME) data the
monthly unemployment rate of the country in 2021 rose from 6.62% in January to 7.97% in
Apriltouchingaround 14.5% by the end of May. The inflation rate in the country has exceeded the
threshold markers set by the RBI. Consumer inflation rate jumped to 6.3% in May 2021, the highest in

6 months. Fuel prices have reached some of their highest levels in recent times. All this has broken
the back of the common man and caused great distress in lower and middle income households. The
need of the hour is to stimulate demand by direct cash transfer to those from the economically
marginalized sections of society. However, the government is still focussed on credit guarantees
which is nothing but more debt whereas businesses are looking for non-credit capital or interest free
loans. We need to make our economy demand-driven once again as the excess supply is causing
inflation and job losses and layoffs.
Audit of government schemes post Covid required
Jamaat-e-Islami Hind calls on the government to conduct an audit of all the government schemes that
are being conducted to revitalize the country's economy and the health and education sector. The
results of the audit should be made public and suitable action should be taken against those
responsible for likely to be detected failures and unsatisfactory implementation of those schemes. JIH
feels that it is extremely discomforting to note that the Supreme Court of India had to direct the Union
government to frame guidelines on ex-gratia payments to the families of those who have died of
Covid-19, noting that the Prime Minister-headed National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)
“failed to perform its statutory duty” by not envisaging a compensation scheme..
Electoral bonds
Jamaat-e-Islami Hind shares the widely accepted fact that free and fair elections in an electoral
democracy are only possible through transparency in political funding. The advent of electoral bonds
is the antithesis of a fair and transparent system of conducting elections. Earlier any donation of an
amount exceeding Rs 20,000/- to a political party had to be reported to the Election Commission
(EC). Now amounts to the tune of crores of rupees to any political party remains opaque from the
public domain and the EC who is an autonomous agency responsible for conducting elections in
India. The tenuous position of the government is that electoral bonds ensures secrecy to the entities
(business houses and other individuals and organizations) for donating funds to political parties and
saves them from possible reprisal and political witch-hunting in the foreseeable future. This spurious
argument goes against the basic tenet of the right to information in a healthy democracy and gives
precedence to a wealthy few over the millions of people who are the most important stakeholder in
the entire electoral process. The electoral bonds also reinforce the commonly known reality that there
is a tacit quid pro quo between the donors and the political parties to gain business contracts, hefty
bank loans and industrial licences. With the Supreme Court of India refusing to stay the electoral
bonds, there is a serious apprehension that any further sale of electoral bonds before the upcoming
State elections in Uttar Pradesh, Punjab and Uttarakhand would further increase illegal and illicit
funding of political parties through shell companies.
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